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6Overview
The topic of this thesis is the urban public space responses to new residents 
in old neighborhoods. In phase 1, the GIS collection of demographic changes 
of New York and typology studies about existing urban parks asks the 
question: how might urban parks better integrate the new residents into old 
neighborhoods? This question helps choose the Sunset Park Neighborhood as 
the study and test site. In phase 2, the site analysis including history, climate, and 
the park usage of Sunset Park Neighborhood, leads to a preliminary proposal 
of a new urban park typology for better integrating the new residents into old 
neighborhoods. Phase 3 aims to produce a practical urban park typology with 
specific design criteria and test this new urban park typology in Sunset Park 
Neighborhood. These 3 phases suggest an understanding of the potential 
possibility of a new urban park typology for integrating diverse people.
7Site
Sunset Park Neighborhood in Brooklyn, NY is the study and test site because, 
over the centuries, Sunset Park Neighborhood is a waterfront community. 
From an Indian settlement to a modern-day urban neighborhood, it attracts 
diverse people from the 1600s to today.  A new urban park typology will be 
tested in Sunset Park Neighborhood.
Sunset Park Neighborhood, Brooklyn NY
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9Phase 1 Investigation
Context and Case studies
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Abstract
In phase one, the main question is how might urban parks better integrate 
the new residents into old neighborhood? By using the GIS collection of 
demographic changes in New York, and by studying typology studies about 
existing parks, there seems to be a population growth for different racial and 
ethnic groups in New York. It was found, however, that most of our urban 
parks in old neighborhoods still keep the present designs, and cannot cater 
to newer residents with diverse cultural backgrounds. By using photography 
and mapping on site, it is found that street life is more abundant for individuals 
with different cultures than an urban park designed for communities. Thus, 
this phase one investigation explores new emerging urban park typologies in 
order to integrate the new residents into old neighborhoods.
Predominant race/ethnicity by tract
New York Census Bureau
2007-11 America Community Survey
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Introduction Methods
This investigation in phase one seeks to understand the demographic changes 
in the recent decade, especially the changes of specific racial and ethnic 
group. This work also explores the cultural differences and recreation needs 
within research area in order to limit specific designs in later phase. Including a 
typology study of existing urban parks indicates how a fluctuating open public 
space could be strategically updated to allow change for target populations. In 
this phase, Sunset Park Neighborhood was preliminarily chosen as a study site 
because of its constant renewal of residents, historically. Additionally, in 2016, 
Sunset Park Neighborhood was also featured in an article in ‘New York Times’ 
about “New York’s Next Hot Neighborhood that will constantly attract more 
potentially diverse residents in the future.
1. Literature review: cultural diversity, urban park typology
2. Collection GIS information: demographic change
3. Typology study: existing park design & program
4. Photography & Mapping: spatial allocation of Sunset Park Neighborhood
6. Diagramming: sections of Sunset Park Neighborhood
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Phase 1 Context and Case studies
2010 US Census Block Data
White Black Hispanic Asian Others 1 Dot= 1Person
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2010 US Census Data by 2050
Current demographic trends indicate a population growth 
for racial and ethnic minority group in the US. This growth 
is increasing considerably faster than the rate for the 
nation’s population as a whole. Nation-wide, racial and 
ethnic minorities constitute important and growing user 
segments of urban parks and forest.
Total US Population
34% 24% 27.3% 90% reside in urban 
areas
9%
1%
Racial and Ethnic Minorities Hispanic Asian Hispanic and Asian
(Reside in urban areas)
Total US Population The population of the nation’s 
largest metropolitan areas
The population of Hispanics and 
Asians
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THESIS TOPIC   The Urban Public Space Responses to Developing Diverse Immigrant Neighborhoods
Frequency/Type
of park usage
Frequency
of visits
3.32
When visited
Weekdays
Weekends
 
1.78
2.36
Number of companions
None
1or 2
3 or more
1.67
2.13
1.92
White
2.91
 
1.80
2.35
1.46
1.92
2.21
Black
3.39
 
1.72
2.52
1.54
2.04
2.12
Hispanic
2.81
 
1.58
2.41
1.65
2.04
1.90
Chinese
3.01
 
1.60
2.41
1.64
1.83
1.79
Japanese
3.10
 
1.68
2.35
1.59
1.99
2.03
Korean
Frequency and type of park usage, by ethnicity.
Acculturation Level
When visited
Weekdays
Weekends
1.51
2.56
How long?
<1 hr.
1–2 hrs.
3 + hr.
 
1.54
1.84
2.07
Number of companions
None
1or 2
3 or more
1.38
1.93
2.12
Low
1.72
2.36
 
1.63
2.10
1.86
1.50
2.26
1.92
Medium
1.82
2.53
 
1.77
1.96
1.82
1.63
2.37
1.52
High
Type of park visitation, by acculturation level for hispanic and asian subjects
Activity
Solitary
Social 
Food-related
Team
Outdoor land
Outdoor water
Physical exercise
Experiential
Community
Education
1.80
2.24
1.85
1.49
1.74
1.61
2.14
1.06
1.49
1.47
1.86
2.30
1.99
1.62
1.53
1.44
1.94
1.10
1.66
1.27
1.71
2.32
1.99
1.76
1.77
1.55
2.09
1.07
1.64
1.39
1.55
2.14
1.78
1.45
1.65
1.45
1.92
1.18
1.56
1.28
1.66
2.13
1.71
1.28
1.47
1.34
1.90
1.04
1.49
1.21
1.53
2.25
2.03
1.69
1.58
1.43
2.00
1.08
1.50
1.25
White Black Hispanic Chinese Japanese Korean
Low
1
2
3
Medium High
How long
Number of companions
Park activities, by ethnicity.
SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES IN OUTDOOR RECREATION CHARACTERISTICS 
Park Activities, by Ethnicity
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SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES IN OUTDOOR RECREATION CHARACTERISTICS 
Frequency and Type of Park Usage, by Ethnicity
Type of Park Visitation, by Acculturation Level for Hispanic and Asian Subjects
Literature review of similarities and differences in outdoor 
recreation characteristics shows that although people’s 
cultural backgrounds are different, they share the same 
favorite recreational needs.
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Pocket Park
Usually < 1acre
Flexible open spaces Densely-populated urban areas
Placemaking feature
A single “room”
Multiple “rooms” Multiple “rooms”
Multiple “rooms“
Individual
/ in social interaction
Lawn areas Lawn areas
Multiple simultaneous activities Recreation facilities
Civic purposes
/ commercial surpporting 
activities
Common Green
Civic Plaza
Recreational Urban Park
Existing Urban Park Typologies
Most of the urban parks in old neighborhoods still keep 
the present designs, and cannot cater to newer residents 
with diverse cultural backgrounds.
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Green Wood Cemetery
N
Mapping of living district
By using photography and mapping on 
Sunset Park Neighborhood site, it is 
found that street life is more abundant for 
individuals with different cultures than an 
urban park designed for communities.
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The findings and conclusions in phase one include three aspects in terms of 
the general understanding of demographic changes in the US; the limitations 
of existing urban park typology; and the basic spatial allocation in the Sunset 
Park neighborhood.
First, by researching racial and ethnic minorities in the US, the statistical 
and literature records reveal that current demographic trends indicate a 
population growth for racial and ethnic minority group in the US. This growtn 
is increasing considerably faster than the rate for the nation’s population as 
a whole. Nation-wide, racial and ethnic minorities constitute important and 
growing user segments of urban parks and forest. Traditionally, a city’s parks, 
plazas, market squares and streets have been “the core of the urban society” 
(Madanipour 2010, p. 5) and offer people the opportunity to discuss current 
events, philosophy and daily issues. Moreover, with much more diverse racial 
and ethnic groups in neighborhoods, traditional urban public spaces show 
some limitations due to the residents’ diverse cultural backgrounds.
Second, the case studies of existing urban park typology show that all parks 
focus on providing for a universal but monotonous experience that gives 
residents little incentive to integrate with other people in a neighborhood. 
Instead, the same racial and ethnic groups still tend to flock together to enjoy 
the parks.
Third, after the site visit to the Sunset Park Neighborhood, the photographs 
and mappings reveal that street life spaces have more individual cultural 
atmospheres than adjacent urban parks. People who move here from another 
country, bringing their own cultures, tend to use public spaces and parks to 
gather and congregate in ways that are reminiscent of their home country, 
transforming the parks of their adoptive community into familiar spaces.
Thus, this phase one investigation leads designers of parks who use urban park 
typologies, to understand how new residents integrate into old neighborhood.
Findings + Conclusions
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Assessment
Considering that neighborhood ethnic compositions are always changing, 
there could be a deeper investigation of the research site. It should include 
a history of the populations that have lived in the Sunset Park neighborhood 
since its original development. This study could focus on a clarification of 
the relationship between existing park forms and the cultural history of the 
neighborhood, and develop possible new urban park typologies that will 
integrate people with different languages or backgrounds in the following 
phases.
20
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Phase 2 Investigation
Site Research + Preliminary proposal
22
Abstract
As a city of immigrants, New York City continuously welcomes people 
from every country and culture. Current demographic trends also indicate 
population growths for different racial and ethnic groups in New York are 
increasing. It becomes important to consider the significance of this diversity 
in relationship to urban public spaces. How might urban parks integrate new 
residents into old neighborhoods? A history and a timeline study of Sunset 
Park Neighborhood shows the change of a social production mode, from a 
collective activity to more individual flexibility. The Sunset Park usage analysis 
shows that the motivations for all people congregate are a deep yearning of 
nature, art and multi media, and a familiar feeling of a space. Thus, phase two’s 
investigation leads to a preliminary proposal of a new urban park typology for 
better integrating the new residents into old neighborhoods.
Sunset Park Neighborhood History map, 1733, Brooklyn, NY
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Introduction Methods
In phase two, Sunset Park Neighborhood in Brooklyn is the study and test 
site because, over the centuries, Sunset Park Neighborhood is a waterfront 
community. From an Indian settlement to a modern-day urban neighborhood, 
it attracts diverse people from the 1600s to today. Why these different 
immigrant groups chose to settle here and how did urban public spaces work 
in Sunset Park Neighborhood throughout historical settlement periods? Did 
the waterfront location bring diverse peoples historically? And how can urban 
parks within old neighborhoods avoid being out of date under a demographic 
renewal? Are there some limitations of public spaces, or can parks better 
integrate diverse new residents into old neighborhoods?
1. Literature review: analysis of demographic history & park history 
2. Diagramming: seasonal analysis of park usage
3. Mapping: public spaces & landuse & accessibility condition analysis
4. Typology study: new proposal of the urban park
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Phase 2 Site Research
History Timeline of Demographic Change
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The change of life and production mode
History timeline of demographic Change shows why 
diverse racial and ethnic groups immigrated to Sunset 
Park Neighborhood, and historically which factors help 
to integrate people with different backgrounds to live 
and work here. Social production mode in Sunset Park 
Neighborhood change from collective activity to more 
individual flexibility.
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The green part shows those programs that still exist 
today. The orange shows what is lost. Watching fireworks, 
the sunset and outdoor performances are still popular 
from an historic time to today. A pavilion and a carousel 
that was the high point of Sunset Park, as well as a lake at 
the leeward slope all have been removed.
Timeline of the historic use of Sunset Park
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Seasonal Analysis of Sunset Park
Because of the factors of location and topography, Sunset 
Park suffers from a strong velocity of wind several months 
each year, and in winter, it is very cold. The use of park 
is limited by season and cannot integrate residents year 
round.
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New York City Department of City Planning says 28.2% of land(78,751,400 
sq ft) is open space & recreation
But they include Greenwood’s 478 acres which equals 20,821,680 square 
feet
So if we subtract Greenwood: 22,229,800 - 20,821,680 = 1,408,120 sq ft
1,408,120 sq ft is only 1.7% of land is open space & recreation
+ Greenwood
+ Sunset park
   Street greenery
= 28.2% 
+ Sunset park
+ street greenery
= 1.7% 
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Public Space Condition
The New York City Department of City Planning says 
28.2% of land (78,751,400 sq. ft.) is open spaces and 
recreation, but they include Greenwood Cemetery’s 478 
acres, which equals 20,821,680 square feet. So if we 
subtract Greenwood, only 1.7% of land is open spaces 
and recreation.
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N
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SUNSET PARK 
NEIGHBORHOOD
 Industrial/manufacturing
 Transportation/utility
 Public facillities & institutions
 Open spaces
 Parking facilities 
 One & two family
 Multifamily walkup
 Multifamily elevator
 Mixed commercial/residential
 Commercial/office 
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Residential buildings Residential buildingsMixed used road
Quiet sidewalk Less greening
Shop along street
Mixed used buildings
Mixed used road 6 ft retaining wall Fairly high grass slope
Crowded sidewalk Less greening Low efficient path
Private yards
Residential buildings
Mixed used road 4 ft retaining wall
Quiet sidewalk Abundant greening High efficient path
44th Street
5th Avenue
6th Avenue
Land Use and Street Sections
Street life space is multi-functional for residences and 
small business. It also shows a clear boundary between 
two separate ethnic groups’ gatherings located on two 
sides of Sunset Park. Mapping shows that Hispanics 
occupy more urban public spatial resources than the 
Chinese. One street is closer to a boundary of diverse 
groups, and has a lower-usage than those located in one 
group.
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The Entrance of Sunset Park
Not every entrance has an accessible design. Entrance 
G with an accessible design, has an equal distance to 
Hispanic and Chinese groups, however, it has a lower 
usage for all of the residents.
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New urban park typology has four design strategies: 
connection, duration, program and context. The park’s 
recreation can penetrate into streets, and commerce on 
streets also can go into the park.
Green network with public connection
Phenomena corridor with traditional sky scape culture
Vertical spatial extension with seasonal microclimate
Flexible open gathering space with new creative programs
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Linear park with commercial pocket spaces Green network with public connection Heritage corridor with restored programs
Vertically spatial extention with seasonal micro climate
Flexible open gathering spaces with new creative programs
Phase 2 Preliminary Proposal
Design Proposal Diagram
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Findings + Conclusions
businesses instead of collectivity in farmland and factories. When referencing 
the timeline of park usage diagram, even though the residents and their life 
mode changed all the time, those diverse people are still deeply attracted and 
integrated by an amazing sky scape. 
Third, the existing condition of public spaces in Sunset Park Neighborhood 
reveals that it does not have enough green space for all of the residents and 
also shows a public space disproportional distribution between diverse racial 
and ethnic groups. Thus, a network urban park typology might emerge to 
replace those isolated green points to better integrate the new residents, 
living in any location of an old neighborhood. 
Fourth, an analysis of programs that change in Sunset Park shows urban public 
spaces should be flexible use as much as possible in order to satisfy all of 
the potential new residents with diverse cultural backgrounds. Also found in 
some programs, however, those programs that relate to art and multi-media 
techniques are more popular in all of the racial and ethnic groups, for examples, 
outdoor movies and grassland concerts. People come and sit closely, gathering 
at the open public space. They all keep their eyes on the same direction with a 
relaxing smile on their face and care less about whether they know the people 
surrounding them or not.
Thus, based on what is found, a proposal for a new urban park typology 
has four design criteria: connection, duration, program and context. It leads 
designers to ask how this new urban park typology can be generally used in 
urban parks to better integrate diverse potential residents.
The findings and conclusions in phase two include four aspects in terms of 
place making under demographic renewal; common culture for all groups; 
urban public spatial network; and the flexibility of park programs. 
First, the history timeline shows the change of population and social 
production mode. In 1600s-1800s, the Dutch and English immigrated to 
Sunset Park Neighborhood for marine trade and the fertile soil. When New 
York became an industrial society, immigrants move to this neighborhood 
seeking better work condition. With the end of an industrial society and the 
Second World War, Sunset Park Neighborhood gradually became a declining 
neighborhood. Beginning in the 1960s, Chinese and Hispanic immigrants have 
bolstered Sunset Park Neighborhood. This process reveals the fluctuation 
of residents using this city space. Compared with historical times and even 
today, agricultural produce is the central topic in all racial and ethnic groups. 
From the 1600s, European immigrants attracted by the fertile agricultural soil 
of Sunset Park Neighborhood, and even today, many Chinese and Hispanics 
both rely on fresh fruit and vegetable small business for making a living. Food 
and farming can connect new residents to local landscapes creating a familiar 
scenario, linking their life experiences to a deep sense of place. 
Second, the mapping shows in an agricultural or industrial society, spaces were 
clearly partitioned: residents’ living spaces, working spaces and recreation 
spaces. Collective actions to use urban public spaces are due to the duration 
of sunshine, seasonal changes and types of jobs. It explained why it was a 
prosperous period for Sunset Park; after finishing the day or week’s busy 
times, different people gathered here to watch firework, the sunset, to enjoy 
the lake and have fun with a carousel. Today, the mapping shows a much more 
individual flexibility of land use and time management. People start their own 
37
Assessment
The work in phase two was too specific to the study site and did not clearly 
show why the site-specific proposal could answer the main thesis question. All 
of the information of Sunset Park Neighborhood is relevant to the thesis topic. 
In phase three, more evaluations will produce the scenario for the new urban 
park typology.
38
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Phase 3 Investigation
Proposal and Design Strategies
40
Abstract
Based on the findings and conclusions of phase 1 and phase 2, and in order 
to better integrate new residents into old neighborhoods, a new urban park 
typology, culturally integrated space, is produced. There are four design 
criteria of this new urban park typology: connection, duration, program and 
context as follows: connection builds an urban network for making living and 
park recreation; duration makes use of park space all year around; including 
programs with the features of diversity and inclusivity at the same time, as well 
as context that sets viewpoints to highlight a neighborhood’s identity.
Sunset in Sunset Park Neighborhood, Brooklyn, NY
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Introduction Methods
Phase three focuses on exploring the possibilities of practice of the new urban 
park typology for better integrating new residents into old neighborhood. 
Phase 1 and 2 show that collective activities with empathy will facilitate the 
integration of diverse residents in a neighborhood. Thus, phase 3 starts 
exploring the factors in each design criterion of this new urban park typology, 
and figures out how these factors work together to establish a culturally 
integrated space.
1. Literature review: factors of four design criteria 
2. Diagramming: an urban network park
3. Designing: collective activities to evoke empathy with each other
4. Modeling: practice of the new urban park typology
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NATURAL HISTORICAL
Phase 3 Proposal and Design Strategies
CONNECTION DURATION PROGRAM CONTEXT
Urban Network Year Round Diversity and Inclusivity Cultural Identity
Greenery Connection Wind Pavilion Urban Farm Phenomena
Historic RelicsInteract Multimedia
Music Installation
Concert Performance
Festival Parade
Art Exhibition
Tree House
Sunken Gathering
Shallow Pond
Play Underground
Market Connection
Accessible Design
Pocket parks
Street vegetation
Flea markets
Park Cafe
Slope
Stairs
Shelter with more 
stable gathering space 
Vegetation make 
surrounding air cool
Low land for 
preventing wind
Water coordinate 
surrounding  
temparature
Underground space for 
bad weather
Production 
Farming landscape
Educational site
Recreation
Business
Infrastructure
Acoustic atmosphere
Theatre gathering 
space
Empathy 
Memorial
Diverse cultural 
Presentation
Public artistic 
engaging
Connection builds an urban network for 
making living and park recreation
 
Duration makes use of park space all 
year around
Programs with the features of diversity 
and inclusivity at the same time
Context that sets viewpoints to 
highlight a neighborhood’s identity 
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PARK RECREATIONCOMMERCE ST LIFE
Two Aspects of an Urban Network for Public Space Connection
1. Spatial connection: reasonable partition of the street spaces, lines of vegetation and accessible designs of park 
entrances. This provides residents with more convenience and guidance to reach any destination. 
2. Programs: urban farming located at park boundaries, tiny pocket sitting parks along commercial streets, and 
flea markets for public engaging. These programs will evoke the agricultural empathy of diverse people in the 
neighborhood. In meanwhile, a small business chain will form between the urban park and street life spaces.
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Multi M
edia
Firewo
rks
Sunset
Shippin
g
Ocean
Topography and location offer a wonderful view for residents to watch the sea, shipping, fireworks and sunsets from 
an historical time to today. In the new urban park typology, designers could highlight a local identity by taking screen 
shots of the context of the neighborhood when people visit the neighborhood’s urban park. Residents living in Sunset 
Park Neighborhood are proud to introduce their neighborhoods, making visitors potential residents.
 
Sceen Shots of the Context
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Reasonable partition of the street spaces, lines of vegetation and accessible designs of park entrances. This provides 
residents with more convenience and guidance to reach any destination.
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Year round use for public spaces is Designing gathering spaces with microclimates will satisfy residents’ year round 
use for public spaces, while still functioning to integrate residents on very cold and hot days.
47
Urban farming could allow people to share their knowledge about soil, food, farming and their homelands.
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The use of multimedia technology such as a free cinema screen could attract diverse group of neighbors to congregate 
together.
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Findings + Conclusions
neighbors. Planners will combine these features of diversity and inclusivity in 
the new urban park typology; for example, urban farming provides individual 
spaces for people to plant their familiar products. At the same time, urban 
farming could allow people to share their knowledge about soil, food, farming 
and their homelands. The use of multimedia technology such as a free cinema 
screen could attract diverse group of neighbors to congregate together.
Fourth, highlight a neighborhood’s identity is also an effective way to better 
integrate new residents into old neighborhoods. In Sunset Park Neighborhood, 
the topography and location offer a wonderful view for residents to watch 
the sea, shipping, fireworks and sunsets from an historical time to today. In 
the new urban park typology, designers could highlight a local identity by 
taking screen shots of the context of the neighborhood when people visit the 
neighborhood’s urban park. Residents living in Sunset Park Neighborhood are 
proud to introduce their neighborhoods, making visitors potential residents.
The findings and conclusions in phase three include four aspects for new urban 
park typology: an urban network for public space connection; year round 
use for urban park spaces, and programs with the features of diversity and 
inclusivity at the same time, and highlight the local specific identity.
First, in order to better integrate new residents into an old neighborhood, an 
efficient urban network for public spaces will improve the streets’ environmental 
conditions and create more opportunity for all residents to interact. There are 
two aspects of an urban network for public space connection. One is a spatial 
connection: reasonable partition of the street spaces, lines of vegetation 
and accessible designs of park entrances. This provides residents with more 
convenience and guidance to reach any destination. Another is about programs: 
urban farming located at park boundaries, tiny pocket sitting parks along 
commercial streets, and flea markets for public engaging. These programs 
will evoke the agricultural empathy of diverse people in the neighborhood. In 
meanwhile, a small business chain will form between the urban park and street 
life spaces.
Second, in Sunset Park Neighborhood, it is worthy to notice that a swimming 
pool and a recreation center inside Sunset Park are really popular in summer 
and in winter. They create the limited comfortable spaces that satisfy people’s 
needs for recreation in a non-ideal outdoor environment. Year round use for 
public spaces is Designing gathering spaces with microclimates will satisfy 
residents’ year round use for public spaces, while still functioning to integrate 
residents on very cold and hot days.
Third, since people’s cultural backgrounds have their own favorite recreational 
needs, designers want to make the park accessible for integrating these diverse 
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Assessment
The work in phase 3 shows how a new urban park typology develops from 
demographic analysis of New York, urban park typology studies and Sunset 
Park Neighborhood’s site study. However, it did not clearly show how this new 
urban park typology applies to Sunset Park Neighborhood. It is confusing to 
specifically locate the scenario perspectives on the test site, and it is also a lack 
of enough arguments for general usage of this urban park typology proposal.
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Overall Assessment
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Final Conclusions
The three phases of this thesis reveal the trend of the demographic changes 
of New York in the future. Since New York is a melting pot, there will be a 
growing number of diverse racial and ethnic people crowding into New York 
for better lives and work conditions. Thus, those old neighborhoods like 
Sunset Park Neighborhood will not keep the same demographic structure 
forever: those new immigrants will gradually make the whole city be more 
diverse and form many individual settlements. The existing conditions and 
demographic trends in Sunset Park Neighborhood could remind designers to 
explore a more flexible and inclusive urban park typology for adapting this 
frequent demographic renewal.
Four design criteria in a new urban park typology added in phase 3, make 
this proposal include general innovations for updating all urban parks in old 
neighborhoods: 
Connection strengthens the spatial relation between each ethnic group; spatial 
connection is reasonable partition of the street spaces, lines of vegetation 
and accessible designs of park entrances. This provides residents with more 
convenience and guidance to reach any destination. Programs’ connection 
will evoke the agricultural empathy of diverse people in the neighborhood. In 
meanwhile, a small business chain will form between the urban park and street 
life spaces.
Duration keeps the usage continuity year round for creating more opportunities 
for diverse people to meet and interact with each other; Year round use for 
public spaces is Designing gathering spaces with microclimates will satisfy 
residents’ year round use for public spaces, while still functioning to integrate 
residents on very cold and hot days.
Programs like urban farming and interacting multi media, make the urban 
public space accessible for all people, and at the same time, keeps the 
potential to present their own characteristics; for example, urban farming 
provides individual spaces for people to plant their familiar products. At the 
same time, urban farming could allow people to share their knowledge about 
soil, food, farming and their homelands.
And context makes diverse residents have deep feeling of the identity in an 
old neighborhood. 
This new urban park typology could be generally used on the all urban 
parks in old neighborhoods. Focusing on a modest community in Brooklyn, 
this thesis identifies Sunset Park as an example of demographic renewal in 
which successive generations of immigrants have strengthened the quality of 
urban area - in creating new lives for themselves; they have enhanced their 
neighborhood, their city, and their host nation. According to the findings and 
conclusions in the three phases, a preliminary test design proposal in Sunset 
Park Neighborhood has the potential for further study. 
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Final Assessment
In this entire thesis investigation, the main question, how might urban parks 
better integrate the new residents into old neighborhoods, could be answered 
in theoretical aspect. However, the final work did not show a clear practical plan 
in Sunset Park Neighborhood test site. It is confusing to specifically locate the 
scenario perspectives on the test site, and it is also a lack of enough arguments 
for general usage of this urban park typology proposal. Besides, in order to 
clarify how the site-specific proposal could be used general for all urban parks 
in old neighborhoods, there should be more case studies about the existing 
condition of urban parks in old neighborhoods, according to comparing them 
with each other, acquiring a more comprehensive and convincing conclusion. 
Second, the time management of this thesis needs to be adjusted if it was 
redone. Too much time spent on being intertwined with the topic’s terminology 
and a too wide literature review. The site visit should be earlier for better 
understanding the true condition of the topic I would like to study, and 
meanwhile, it would avoid some wrong assumption based on an unbalanced 
view of the literature review.
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